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Government of India. The recognition of the civil clement in
the public works rendered it necessary to introduce Civil
Engineers from England. That was accordingly done, and thus
was founded the profession of civil engineering which has since
become so conspicuously useful in India.

Dalhousie was not content with constituting a department of
Public "Works, but resolved that it should be fruitful in re-
sults and well supplied with funds.     He declared that the
revenues of India, while sufficient for all ordinary charges,
were necessarily insufficient to meet the capital outlay required
for works of improvement.   The Government would be essaying
an impossible task if it attempted to construct such works out
of the current revenue; such a task was not undertaken in any
civilized country.   Either improvement must be indefinitely
retarded, or else an annual deficiency incurred avowedly for that
purpose, and such deficiency must be met by loans.   In other
words the Government should be prepared to borrow the capital
for works of material improvement.   At that time it required
courage and firmness on Dalhousie's part to avow and enforce
such  a principle as this,   which in  these days  is  readily
acknowledged.   He derived, however, much support from public
opinion in India, and more particularly in'England.   The growth
of trade attracted towards public works the attention of merchants
and other well-informed persons.    They used to transmit their
views to statesmen in England who would urge the matter both
in Parliament and in the English press. Much reproach was then,
with but little of justice or consideration, levelled at the Court of
Directors, who, pressed by war and by administrative exigencies,
had always done their best with limited means, but had been
naturally anxious to keep their finances in order, and had never
felt themselves authorized to borrow money for anything save
war.    They now supported  Dalhousie in what was really
borrowing for works of improvement; and during the two last
years of his incumbency the annual expenditure on this account
rose to 2| millions sterling; an amount which in relation to the
then revenues is quite as great proportionably as any outlay
which has been allowed subsequently in these progressive times.